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On Jan. 29, the Organization of American States (OAS) officially created a new Inter-American
Council for Integral Development (Consejo Interamericano para el Desarrollo Integral, CIDI).
The Council will coordinate regional efforts to reduce poverty throughout Latin America
and the Caribbean, promoting an integral approach to development programs that seeks to
harmonize market-opening reforms and economic integration with efforts to eradicate poverty
and reduce social inequity. In June 1993, the OAS's 34 member states agreed to rewrite some of the
organizations's charters to modernize the institution and improve the efficiency of OAS programs.
Among the reforms was an agreement to replace the OAS's two aging development councils the
Inter-American Economic and Social Council (CIES) and the Inter-American Council for Education,
Science, and Culture (CIECC) with the CIDI.
By folding the two former councils into one organization, the OAS directorate hoped to improve
the efficiency of social development programs while modernizing the OAS's general approach to
development issues, particularly the effort to combat poverty. "The reforms being carried out in the
OAS represent a fundamental step forward in the effort to develop a new inter- American agenda
that aims to fortify democracies throughout the hemisphere, facilitate economic integration and free
trade, eradicate poverty, and promote environmental protection and sustainable development," said
OAS Secretary General Cesar Gaviria.
The CIDI's central goal is to promote an "integral approach" to development that not only leads to
sustained economic growth but to a better distribution of newly generated wealth. Perhaps more
important, the CIDI will concentrate on pushing cooperative efforts among OAS member countries
to jointly and aggressively combat poverty throughout the region. In fact, in November 1993 OAS
member states agreed to form a "network of regional social institutions" to collectively coordinate
anti-poverty programs throughout Latin America and the Caribbean, and CIDI's creation represents
the first concrete step in that direction (see NotiSur, 12/09/93).
"Currently, the OAS is facing the best opportunity it has yet had to modernize its structures and
coordinate regional development programs," said Gaviria, who, since taking office in mid-1994,
has been energetically pushing to upgrade the OAS's infrastructure and policies to better respond
to current needs in the hemisphere. "The inter-American agenda is being redefined and a new
structure and strategy is emerging to confront both political challenges and development issues
throughout the Americas. The confrontational rhetoric that characterized relations in the past
has been left behind, and that has paved the way for a spirit of solidarity, cooperation, and
concrete action." CIDI's creation had been stalled, pending the ratification of new OAS charters
by legislatures in at least two-thirds of the 34 member states. Thus, ratification of the amendments
by Granada's legislature in late January paved the way for the new charter to take effect. (Sources:
Notimex, 01/14/96; Agence France-Presse, 01/15/96, 01/24/96, 01/29/96)
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